
CONTRASTIVE 

ANALYSIS 

RP vs. Slovene vowels 



RP Monophthongs 

 

Close 

Close-mid 

Open-mid 

Open 

Front Central Back 

i: 

I ʊ 

e 

æ 

ʌ 

ɑ: 

ɒ 

ɔ: 

u: 

ǝ  ɜ: 



Slovene monophthongs 

 
Close 

Close-mid 

Open-mid 

Open 

Front Central Back 

i 

e 

ɛ 

a 

ɔ 

o 

u 

ǝ  



 Vowel length: 

 /i, a, u, , / long and short 

 /e, o/ only long 

 // only short 

 Vowel length distinction no longer 

distinctive 

 All vowels occur in stressed & unstressed 

syllables 

 Long vowels: in stressed syllables 

 Short vowels: in unstressed syllables 

 



RP vs. Slovene vowels  

Close 
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RP Diphthongs: /ɪǝ eǝ ʊǝ/  

Close 

Close-mid 

Open-mid 

Open 

Front Central Back 

I ʊ 

e 
ǝ  



RP Diphthongs: /eɪ ɔɪ aɪ/ 
 

 Close 

Close-mid 

Open-mid 

Open 

Front Central Back 

I 

e 
ɔ 

a 



RP Diphthongs /ǝʊ aʊ/  

 

 
Close 

Close-mid 

Open-mid 

Open 

Front Central Back 

ʊ 

ǝ 

a 



Slovene diphthongs 
 No phonemic diphthongs in Slovene 

 Phonetic diphthongs 
 Vowel + // or // + Consonant or word boundary 

 List 
 ei glej 

 ai daj 

 oi tvoj 

 i boj 

 ui tuj 

 iu pil 

 eu pel 

 u lev 

 au pav 

 ou pol 

 u topel 


