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"We speak from facts not theory” (Richard Cold Hoare)



Kultura :: Narava

Opazovanje :: Bivanje

Bližina :: Razdalja

Zemljino površje :: Oko



Landscape came to mean a prospect seen from a specific 
standpoint. (Tuan 1974:133)

When we consider landscape, we are almost 
always concerned with a visual construct. 

(Porteous 1990:4)

A working country is hardly ever a landscape. The very idea 
of landscape implies separation and observation. (Williams 

1973:120)



Perspektiva (perspicere)

Alhazen (Abū ʿAlī al-Ḥasan ibn al-Ḥasan ibn al-
Haytham, 965-1040) Deli Aspecti

Filippo Brunelleschi (1377 – 1446)



"it structured all images of reality to address a single 
spectator who, unlike God, could only be in one place at a 

time” (John Berger)

Perspektiva





Leon Battista Alberti (1404 - 1472)



"To make clear my 
exposition in writing this 

brief commentary on 
painting, I will take first 

from the mathematicians 
those things with which my 

subject is concerned." 

Della Pitura
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Pokrajina - Landscape - Landskip - landschap

Joachim Patinir 
(1480-1524)
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Paesaggio con rovine romane
Willem van Nieulandt II (1584 –1635) 

Paessagio con rovine



Topografsko slikarstvo



Kartografija

religious purpose, such as the map showing the seven
churches in Rome to be customarily visited (fig. 1.2).33

Changes

Between 1400 and 1472, in the manuscript era, it has
been estimated that there were a few thousand maps in
circulation; between 1472 and 1500, about 56,000; and
between 1500 and 1600, millions.34 The significant in-
crease in the sheer number of maps available for viewing
calls for an explanation. Certainly maps began to serve a
huge variety of political and economic functions in soci-
ety. As administrative bureaucracies became more com-
plex in meeting an array of needs related to public works,
town planning, resolution of legal boundary issues, com-
mercial navigation, military strategies, and rural land

management, these functions intertwined with each
other, and the demand for customized maps grew. (It is
for this reason that most of these administrative maps re-
mained in manuscript.) The structure of regional archives
in countries such as Italy, France, or Great Britain reflects
these administrative needs even today.35

In addition, it is the changing relationship between text
and image that is central to understanding the shift in
worldview from primarily aural to visual. De Certeau
views the transition from itinerary to map as the hallmark
of the Renaissance: “If one takes the ‘map’ in its current
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fig. 1.2. ANTONIO LAFRERI, LE SETTE CHIESE DI
ROMA, 1575. 

Size of the original: ca. 39.8 ! 50.8 cm. Photograph courtesy
of the BL (Maps 23807.[1]).

33. See pp. 775–79 in this volume.
34. Karrow, “Intellectual Foundations,” 8–9.
35. Detailed descriptions appear in the following chapters.





so-called third projection, which is described in book 7 of
the Geography, the only one of the transformations
described in that book that is actually geometrically pro-
jected from a single origin point. Ptolemy’s aim was to
show how the inhabited world would look as seen
through an armillary sphere, as in a perspective picture.

The conceptual similarities between the construction of
Ptolemy’s third projection and linear perspective are be-
guiling, but the historical links have yet to be convinc-
ingly documented. Humanists did not show much inter-
est in rigorous map projections for terrestrial use in the
first half of the fifteenth century. There was no docu-
mented interest in the third projection, and indeed it
failed to be illustrated in an important manuscript of the
Geography, the Codex Urbinas Graecus 82.

Furthermore, other mathematically rigorous perspec-
tive projections, such as the stereographic, had been in-
troduced much earlier for nonterrestrial mapping, as in
the plotting of retes (coordinate nets for different lati-
tudes) for astrolabes. Despite the conceptual similarities
of stereographic projection to linear perspective, such as
a single origin point, the common use of stereographic
projection during the Middle Ages failed to result in the
invention of perspective.46

Centering and Framing
The adoption of systematic map projections introduced
a variety of centering and framing issues. The center of a
projection did not usually imply either the author’s view-
point or the most important feature to be portrayed. Un-
like mappaemundi, in which Jerusalem, Delos, Rome, or
some other holy place might be at the center of the map,
a map such as Rosselli’s ovoid world map was centered
on no particular place (the center is off the coast of mod-
ern Somaliland). What could be manipulated was the
field of view of the projection. Since graduation in longi-
tude and latitude forced the hand of the cartographer to
some extent, the area to be covered by a projection had
to be carefully calculated. Jodocus Hondius’s two-
hemisphere map of the world, for example, was designed
to show the voyages of Francis Drake and Thomas
Cavendish to advantage by including the Americas and
Europe/Africa in the same hemisphere, an arrangement
that is not to my knowledge repeated on any other dou-
ble hemisphere maps during the Renaissance (fig. 10.7).

14 Setting the Stage

fig. 1.3. WORLD MAP BY FRANCESCO ROSSELLI, CA.
1508. Rosselli’s ovoid world map, although modest in size and
engraving style, signals a revolutionary change in representing
the whole world. It is the earliest surviving map to project all
360 degrees of longitude and 180 degrees of latitude of the
earth’s sphere onto a flat plane. It thus enables the viewer to
obtain an otherwise impossible view of the whole earth and

confronts the viewer with the possibility of the potential dis-
covery of any place on earth. Three examples of this map have
been mentioned in the literature; the other two are in the Na-
tional Maritime Museum, London, and the Biblioteca
Nazionale Centrale, Florence (see plate 16).
Size of the original copper engraving: 20.5 ! 34.5 cm. Photo-
graph courtesy of the Arthur Holzheimer Collection.

Discovery of America,” Journal of the Society of Architectural Histori-
ans 33 (1974): 274 –92.

46. Woodward, “Il ritratto della terra.”



Ordnance survey



Jožefinske vojaške karte



Flavius Blondus (1392 –1463) 



Leon Battista Alberti (1404 - 1472)



 Descriptio vrbis 
Romæ



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The total similarity  to  Alberti’s  15th century map of Rome can be 

contested by considering the very different purposes of the images 

and the long time span between their creations (roughly 500 years). 

While Alberti’s  map  scoped Rome out to expound the economic 

efficiency of the city, Koolhaas’  collage  was  conceived  as  an  

evaluation of an urban prototype. However, when closely comparing 

the two images, as far apart chronologically speaking as they be, one 

can extrapolate questions about the development of urban theory 

worth considering. If  Alberti’s  map  is  the  perception  of  a  city  as  a 

collection of landmarks on a void surface and  if  Koolhaas’  collage  is 

a critique of contemporary cities of icons built in the desert, then has 

the human urban perception of a city been transformed into the city 

itself? 

 

From the outset, an attempt at investigating the possibility of this 

conjecture needs to abide to the diachronic approach of 

understanding how an image has been recycled and transformed 

over time. Therefore, in the following I will trace a vision of the city 

as a monumental composition of volumes on a void topography 

from  Alberti’s map of Rome in the 15th century to Rem Koolhaas’  

collage of the contemporary city in the desert in an attempt to 

understand how a selective view and interpretation of the city has 

been transformed into a way of planning and building urban spaces. 

This will be achieved by sequencing historical moments of 

architectural relevance not chronologically, but thematically as they 

declare their appurtenance to the initial (re)actions – Alberti’s  map  

of Rome and Koolhaas’ collage of world skyscrapers aggregated in 

the UAE. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Illustration 1 Map of Rome following Alberti’s  method, Pietro del Massaio, 1469 

Illustration 2 Montage of Starchitect skyscrapers aggregated in the UAE Desert, 
Rem Koolhaas, 2007 

 Descriptio vrbis Romæ



Pirro Ligorio Antiquae urbis imago



Giovanni Battista  Piranesi  (1720 – 1778)

Antichità Romane de' tempo della prima Repubblica e dei 
primi imperatori









William Camden (1551 – 1623) 

Britannia (1586)

"to restore antiquity 
to Britaine, and 
Britaine to its 

antiquity."

Britain, or, a 
Chorographicall 

Description of the 
most flourishing 

Kingdomes, England, 
Scotland, and Ireland 



Topographia (τόποςγραφία)

Chorographia (χῶροςγράφειν)

less in its object than geography, and greater than topography

“the exact description of some Kingdom, Countrey, or 
particular Province of the same (Peter Heylyn in 1652)"

Landeskunde
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William Stukeley (1687 - 1765) "probably... the most 
important of the 

early forerunners of 
the discipline of 

archaeology” 
(Hutton 2009)

“arch-druid”



Stonehenge,  A Temple Restor'd to the British Druids 
(1740)
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Blackfriars,  
Glouchester



Domesday book (1086) 

After this had the king a large 
meeting, and very deep 

consultation with his council, 
about this land; how it was 

occupied, and by what sort of 
men. Then sent he his men over 

all England into each shire; 
commissioning them to find out 
'How many hundreds of hides 
were in the shire, what land the 
king himself had, and what stock 
upon the land; or, what dues he 
ought to have by the year from 

the shire.'



Ole Worm (1588 - 1655),





Die Ehre des Hertzogthums Crain (1689)Janez Vajkard 
Valvasor



Evolucija

On Origin of Species (1859)

Charles Robert Darwin 
(1809 – 1882)

As many more individuals of each 
species are born than can possibly 

survive; and as, consequently, there is 
a frequently recurring struggle for 

existence, it follows that any being, if 
it vary however slightly in any 

manner profitable to itself, under 
the complex and sometimes varying 
conditions of life, will have a better 

chance of surviving, and thus be 
naturally selected. From the strong 

principle of inheritance, any selected 
variety will tend to propagate its 

new and modified form.



Thomas Henry Huxley  (1825 – 1895) 

Man’s place in nature (1861)

But if man be separated by no greater structural barrier from the 
brutes than they are from each other—then it seems to follow 
that... there would be no rational ground for doubting that man 

might have originated... by the gradual modification of a man-like ape"



Jean Léopold Nicolas Frédéric Cuvier (1769 – 1832),



Geologija

katastrofizem

"one cannot detect any greater 
difference between these creatures 
and those we see, than between 

the human mummies and the 
skeletons of present-day men."

“All of these facts, consistent 
among themselves, and not 

opposed by any report, seem 
to me to prove the existence 
of a world previous to ours, 
destroyed by some kind of 

catastrophe.”



Charles Lyell (1797-1875)



uniformitarism
“An attempt to explain the former changes of the Earth's 

surface by reference to causes now in operation”

Principles of Geology (1830)



But it is no longer possible 
to restrain curiosity from 
attempting to pry into the 
relations which connect 
the present state of the 
animal and vegetable 
worlds, as well as of the 
various races of mankind, 
with the state of the fauna 
and flora which 
immediately preceded. 

(p. 388)


